
Results of Salter Grove Survey
(April, 2017)

Friends of Salter Grove (FoSG) conducted an online survey for 19 days from April 3rd, 2017 to 
assess park usage and the importance of proposed amenities at George B. Salter Memorial 
Grove, a state-owned park that is maintained by the City of Warwick.  The survey was also 
offered during the neighborhood meeting hosted by FoSG and attended by 31 persons at the 
Pilgrim Senior Center in Warwick on April 13th.  

Fifty-six persons completed the survey.  At least 48 respondents were residents of Warwick, and 
the remainder (six) of those providing addresses were from Cranston.  The survey respondents 
were therefore not necessarily representative of park users, which include numerous 
Providence, and even out-of-state residents during fishing season.

Nineteen respondents became Supporting Members of FoSG, and an additional 31 provided 
their contact information for future correspondence.

The majority of the respondents visit the park at least monthly (Chart 1), with walking and 
enjoying nature being the most frequently cited activities by far (Chart 2).

Of the proposed amenities, at least 80% of the respondents favored safe, dry access to the 
breakwater (via causeway repair or other means), an improved playground, and open space for 
picnics and play area (Chart 4).  (During an informal survey of just four hours on two days in 
September 2016, 66 persons, mostly fishermen, signified their desire for repair of the causeway 
to improve access to the breakwater.)  For playground equipment, respondents preferred the 
2-5 year-old age group over the 5-12 year group by 50% (Chart 3).  Open space for picnics and 
play already exists and so merely requires preservation.  

At least 60% of respondents favored provision of parking and its relocation to become visible 
from the Parkway for improved security, as well as provision of a bike rack.

Smaller majorities favored relocation of the playground to the existing parking area for child 
safety and esthetics, as well as provision of toilet facilities, while ranking fitness equipment as 
unimportant.

Among the write-in suggestions, the most frequent were for improved security (lighting, more 
police patrols, video monitoring, closed gate at night) and maintenance (clean up, more refuse 
containers, better landscaping and water views).  There were requests for educational placards 
re: history, natural history, fishing, and the risks of causeway usage.  Requested amenities 
included a fenced playground, easier crossing of the Parkway for children, BBQ grills, water 
bubbler, improved boat ramp and public dock, kayak passage across the causeway, dog waste 
stations and park, addressing the feral cat issue, and a community flower garden.  An 
anonymous respondent identified “outsiders” as problematic “riff-raff”.



1. Frequency of Visits by Respondent/Family                                                         
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2. Purpose of Visit by Respondent/Family*
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*  Multiple choices allowed.
** Photography, kayaking, nostalgia, Gaspee re-enactment.



3. Most Relevant Age Group for Playground Equipment
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4. Importance of Amenity to Respondent




